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THE PASTOR AND BIBLE STUDY. 

It has been the custom of the officers of the Institute to give to 
the readers of the Biblical World each autumn an announcement of 
the work for the year. More and more the Institute is concentrating 
its efforts upon rendering assistance to ministers by affording them 
facilities for the double work of keeping up their own reading and 
directing the study of others. 

This attitude is taken because the average minister is coming to 
feel the need of just such stimulus and suggestion in his own reading 
as the Institute, through its Council of specialists, can provide ; and, 
second, because through the minister the people who are seeking for 
guidance in Bible study may be reached. This general policy, how- 
ever, does not preclude the Institute from entering any field where 
its work is acceptable ; for instance, the day school, the adult classes 
in the Sunday school, the home department of the Sunday school, the 
literary club, or elsewhere. 

The following reasons for the active interest of the pastor in the 
Bible study of his church deserve consideration : 

i. Because he is usually the man who, of all members of the 
church, is best qualified by previous training for this work. 

2. Because, by reason of his very duty as a preacher, he is more 
able than anyone else to give time and thought to the systematic 
study of the Bible. 

3. Because, both by reason of previous training and by reason of 
his work as a preacher he is more able than other members of the 
church to keep abreast of the best thought respecting the Bible. 

4. Because the air is full — for good or ill — of questions about the 
Bible. The young people in his church naturally and rightly look to 
him to guide their thought on these questions. 

5. Because, if he shirks this work, great harm is likely to result, on 
the one side, from an unreasoning and unreasonable insistence upon 
old views as necessary to be maintained — "else Christianity is lost"— 
and, on the other, by the rash and unreasonable adoption of new views. 

6. Because, though he may not be an expert biblical scholar, and 
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may not be able to answer all the questions which will be raised by 
teachers in the Sunday school and by his young people, he can at 
least set the example of open-mindedness, with hospitality to and con- 
fidence in the truth, and so retain the leadership of his people, and 
help them to go patiently forward with him in learning, confident 
that God is with the truth, be it old or new. 

7. Because, if he is timid or lazy, he will lose the confidence of his 
people, and they will turn to other leaders, often far less safe than he. 

8. Because nothing contributes so much to permanently good 
results in church work, to steadfastness, stability, and strength, as 
systematic study of the Bible. The apostle Paul was a vigorous evange- 
lizer, and counted it his chief work to break new ground. Yet he 
spent much of his time "confirming" the churches he had already 
founded. The study of the Bible is a great confirming force. 

9. Because to be studying the Bible with his church will furnish 
•constant themes and material for preaching — preaching that will fit 
in with the thought of the congregation, command interested atten- 
tion, and stimulate study on their part. For the suggestion of varied 
themes appropriate to modern life the Bible studied with the church 
far surpasses the morning paper, with its reports of social and political 
■disturbance. 

These statements will be met by the plea that the pastor is already 
overworked; but just here the Institute steps in and. provides care- 
fully selected lists of books for the leader of a class, and perfectly 
planned and executed material for the work of the members of the 
class, thus relieving the leader of much of the detail of the work. 
The series of courses is a very attractive one. At the risk of repeating 
to those already familiar with the facts, we may be allowed to name the 
courses now in progress in this popular work : 

The subjects of the main course are: "The Life of Christ" (a study 
of all the material of the four gospels) ; " The Foreshadowings of the 
Christ" (a study of Old Testament history and prophecy, with special 
reference to the development of the messianic idea); "The Founding 
of the Christian Church" (a study of the Acts and the epistles on the 
basis of their historical relationship); "The Work of the Old Testa- 
ment Sages" (a simple study of the ethics and philosophy of the sages 
as presented in the work of the prophets and in the books of Proverbs, 
Job, Song of Songs, and Ecclesiastes). For convenience the subject 
of "The Founding of the Christian Church" will be emphasized in 
1903-4. 
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While it is desirable that the subject-matter of the four-years' course 
should be first covered, one additional course is announced each year. 
The additional courses already prepared are " The Work of the Old 
Testament Priests" and "The Social and Ethical Teaching of Jesus." 

Notwithstanding the complete character of the material provided, 
it is still impossible for many ministers to take upon themselves the 
burden of a class, or to find any competent person to do it for them. 
Here again the Institute proposes a plan which is effectively in 
operation in several churches. Under this plan the minister secures 
the cooperation of a number of individual members of the congrega- 
tion who agree to carry on the daily study as marked out by the Insti- 
tute, and to report to him weekly, monthly, or at other stated intervals 
upon a card provided for the purpose. 

Those who wish to do the full work of answering questions may 
substitute for this card the question sheet provided by the Institute. 
By this means a very small expenditure of time on the part of the min- 
ister will bring large results. 

The work of these courses is appropriate for all conditions of per- 
sons, as the following abstract from the report of last year's work will 
show: 

It may be supposed that the courses of the Institute are entered upon 
only by what might be termed the "upper class" of popular Bible students. 
That this is not the case can be easily seen by anyone familiar with the cor- 
respondence. At least one-half, and perhaps the majority, of students are 
in country towns where graded Sunday schools are not found, where perhaps 
only one minister in the town is sufficiently in touch with modern thought 
to appreciate the value of systematic Bible study, and where the members of 
a class may be of the most miscellaneous character. One club of unique 
interest is that in the Minnesota state penitentiary at Stillwater, consisting of 
forty inmates of the prison under the leadership of a Minneapolis lady who 
visits the prison weekly. These men are many of them ignorant, having 
never studied the Bible at all. That they are taking a deep interest in the 
life of Christ is evident from the letters received ; some of them present 
thoughtful questions upon which further light is desired. 

The Institute is anxious to reach as many ministers as possible 
with its descriptive literature, and will gladly correspond with any per- 
sons whose names are sent to the Executive Office (Hyde Park, Chi- 
cago), or with any who wish suggestion or information such as comes 
within its province. Samples of material, a pamphlet of suggestions 
as to methods of conducting classes or clubs, and other literature 
designed to create an interest may be freely secured. 



